Running head: POLITICAL SCIENCE QUESTIONS                                                                1
POLITICAL SCIENCE QUESTIONS                                                                                         3









Political Science Questions
Student Name
Institution












Political Science Questions
1. Discuss the powers of the national government, its limitations, and its relationship to the States
	Powers in the national government are separated among the three government branches which are the executive, legislative and the judicial(Tarr, 2013). Policy making in the nation follows cooperation between the branches. For example, the executive commands the army but it is the role of legislature to declare war and fund army.  However, each branch has unique powers. The judicial branch is responsible of hearing cases on federal law, preside over impeachment trial, affirming laws unconstitutional and proclaiming presidential acts unconstitutional(Tarr, 2013). The legislative branch has this roles among others, declaring war, approve presidential appointment and establishing the number of Supreme Court justices. Finally the executive branch is responsible of commanding armed forces, appointing judges and ambassadors and granting pardons(Tarr, 2013). Although the national government powers are limited to those outlined by the constitution they are interpreted to overlap with the state authority. For example, the congress is responsible of controlling the states commerce(SOMIN, 2017).   The congress has powers to regulate commerce with other nations and among the states. However, all the powers that are not delegated to the national government are left to the states authority.  “Powers not delegated to the United States by the constitution nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the stats respectively or to the people(Tarr, 2013).”  Additionally, there are powers that are exclusive for the national government and those that are exclusive for the State governments. There are some powers that are share or simultaneous in both the national and the state government. Some of powers that are exclusive for the State government include conducting powers, establishing local governments and maintaining Militia(“The relationship between the states and the federal government,” n.d.). The concurrent powers include taxation, taking land for public use and establishing courts.
2. Discuss the influence of the United States Supreme Court on the course of our country’s social, political, and economic history.
	Since the late 1930s the US Supreme court has affected the federation in a way that has given the federal government more powers through the amendment of the constitution. The amendments have allowed the federal government to play larger roles in the economic and social policies(Kincaid, 2001).  For example, the adoption of the sixteenth amendment that allowed a federal income tax intensely increased the federal government revenue raising capacity in addition to having a policy control. Also, over the last sixty years the Supreme Court has also adopted the fourth Amendment that incorporates almost all of the Unites States Bill of rights against the States Government(Tarr, 2013).  The impact of these adoptions has been broad forcing the States to the Unitary National Standards.  In 2010, the court made the decision to incorporate the second, third, fifth and the seventh amendment rights. These incorporations have affected the way the States make their laws(SOMIN, 2017). The third Amendment right restricts troops quartering. The adoption of the first Amendment’s ban limited the ability of the government to endorse religion, require prayer in public schools or display symbols on public property.  The amendment prevented the states from targeting unpopular religious minorities(Tarr, 2013). 
a. Discuss the two major crises of Federalism
[bookmark: _GoBack]Federation has brought about crisis in administration. The Supreme Court makes State friendly decisions as the congress continue to deter state authority.  For example with the income tax with the federal government many state officials are concerned with revenue loss. 
3. Discuss the nature and evolution of US Federalism through a historical perspective.
	The America federation has been through evolution since its establishment. The Judicial system has held an important portion of the evolution through the many reviews that has been made. Judicial reviews have both promoted the centralization of government and the state independence. Supreme Court involvement in federation balance has been especially prominent since 1930s.  The U.S federation is one of the one of the world’s largest and most diverse federal systems. It is by far the world’s largest economy.  It includes fifty state governments all of which have legally equal strength under the United States constitution.  Also, the federation has six associated territories and the District of Colombia which is controlled by the federal Government(SOMIN, 2017). It also has an approximate of 89000 local governments which are under the state government. The powers between the federal Government and the state government have changed over time from being equally shared to more power being with the federal government(SOMIN, 2017). Like many years in the history, the role of the federal government remains a controversy.  Some believe that the federal government should have more power while others believe that power should be with the State governments.  The U.S constitution was drafted in 1787 which gave the federal government weak powers. The constitution under Article I, II and III establishes the system of separation of powers within the federal government(SOMIN, 2017).  Article three gives the judicial powers to rule over the cases involving the national government and Article 1 section 8 give the Congress the various powers it has(SOMIN, 2017). However, though the United States’ constitution has been amendments only seventeen since the adoption of the billof rights in 1792. 
4. Discuss thoroughly the nature and main principles/types of law based on our lecture
	There are four types of laws in the United States based on their sources. The first type is the constitutional law which is the supreme law of the land. The constitutional controls all other laws of the nation. The second type of law is the Statute law which is developed by the legislative branch of the national government or the state(“The Dual Court System | American Government,” n.d.). They become laws once approved by the president or the governor. The common law is the third type of law that is “judge made”. Treaty is the fourth type of law that is developed through the agreements made between United Stated and Foreign nation. Treaties are interpreted accordance to the international laws but must be in consistence with the constitution. 
	Compare and contrast the properties and elements of civil and criminal law
Similarities
i. The criminal law and civil both concern the violation of the federal or state rules.
ii. They are both decided in the court presided by a judicial officer.
iii. For a case to be decided the actions are examined in the light of evidence and compared with the law in both civil and criminal law.
Differences
i. The main difference between the civil law and the criminal law is that civil law involves private party that files a case in the court where as the criminal law the government files the litigations.
ii. Punishment is case of criminal law is either imprisonment, fine paid to the government or in exceptional cases execution of the defendant. On the other hand, imprisonment or execution is not involved in civil law. If found guilty the defendant compensates the petitioner for losses caused.
5. The dual nature of our court system: Federalism in the Judiciary and the cycle of a case within the judicial system.
	The judicial system exists as a dual system with courts at both the state and the national levels. The state and the national judicial systems have three basic levels; the trial courts, appellate courts and the supreme courts. No two states have a similar system, but the state and he national judicial system sometimes intersect.  Cases that are heard by the national Supreme courts come from two main pathways; the U.S court of appeal and the states’ supreme courts. The courts decide both the criminal and civil cases(“The Dual Court System | American Government,” n.d.).  The Supreme Court hears less few cases per year compared to other courts in the nation.  Majority of the cases in the United States are heard at the States level.  The U.S state judicial system is the core of the judicial system. Criminal cases such as robbery, rape and murder are heard at the state level. The state courts hear all the civil cases within its jurisdiction. The federal courts will on the other hand, hear cases that are beyond the jurisdiction of the states(“The Dual Court System | American Government,” n.d.). For example, cases involving foreign governments, controversy between two states and copyright cases. Also cases involving parties from two different states are decided at the federal courts. However some cases cut across the federal and the state courts and might end up being listened in both systems.  Most cases in the US start at the district level from the jury decision the case can proceed to the Circuit case level and finally to the US Supreme Court.
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